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A LETTER Ur. 


My BROTHER ENGLISHMEN, 


HILST ſuch dangerous Books and 
Pamphlets as Mr. PAINE's and o- 
thers have been diſperſed and read through- 
out the Kingdom, for the purpoſe of diſtur- 
bing its Peace---I wiſh to lay before you 
a few Conſiderations, in order to enable you 
to judge for yourſelves, whether there is 
any real Cauſe for the diſſatis faction which 
ſuch Writers are endeavouring to fow in 
your Minds: that you may be able to re- 
fute and to ſpurn at ſuch falſe reaſonings 
as they offer you for the worſt of purpoſes. 


They addreſs you, in what they call the 
language of Patriotiſm; and with that ſort 
of Sookiſtry, which blinds your Judgment, 
whilſt it aſſails your reaſon: ſo that you are 
not aware of the Miſchief their Writings 
contain, nor of the poiſon they are endea- 
vouring to ſpread. 


Allow yourſelves only time to conſider, 
that in this Kingdom, and at this moment, 
we are actually living under the beſt Con- 
ſtitution that ever was formed in any Coun- 
try---that we have the wiſeſt and beſt of 
Laws---and that we have a molt excellent 
and good King upon the Throne, who was 
born and educated amongſt us, and has 
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himſelf declared to us long ago, © that he 
glories in the name of Briton. 1 e 


Notwithſtanding this, theſe Writers have 
told you, that you are ſhamefully impoſed 
upon - that you are needleſsly Ker s 
with Taxes - that your Parliaments are cor- 
rupt and venal---that your King is ſtretch- 
ing his Prerogative---and that you are be- 


coming Slaves. 


Theſe Aſſertions you can yourſelves diſ- 
rove, if you will only reflect on the fol- 
owing Truths, of which, every Man may 

minke Tinfelf a Judge. | 


In regard to Taxes, you know that no 
Nation can be ſupported without them; 
and that the principal parts of the Taxes 
in England, are collected for the Support 
of our Army and our Navy; and for the 
payment of the Intereſt of the National 
Debt; which 1s diſtributed amongſt all 


ranks of People who have advanced their 


Money for the public Service, and who 
are by that very means enabled to pa 
their Tradeſmen, their Servants, and their 
Labourers; and without which, neither the 
one nor the other could poſſibly ſubſiſt. 


. England, we cannot be taxed at the 
pleaſure of a King, or a Miniſter, as the 


people in France were; but only by Acts 


* 
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of Parliament, framed by Repreſentatives, 
whom we ourſelves have 3 in 
England, every Individual is obliged to 
pay his proportion; the Nobleman as well 
as the Peaſant. Whereas, in France, the 
Taxes were levied on the inferior ,Ranks 
only, whilſt their Nobles vac y ex- 


cuſed. from whence you wilf*clearly fee 


the difference between their Condition and 


ours; and how_much reaſon. they. had, 43 
Juſtly to complain. (Tl 


Every Nation muſt neceſſarily be taxed 
according to the Exigency of the Times, --- 
In time of War, we ſhould readily contri- 
bute our ſeveral Shares, in order to main- 
tain the Honor and Dignity of the Nation; 
which have always been dear to every true 
in Fr Au who conliders, that hereby he 

not only ſupports the credit of his Country, 
but at the ſame time eventually defends his 
own Property. | 


In time of Peace, wg naturally hope that 
our Taxes ſhould be lefſened---and we have 
accordingly ſeen 


een that 
lace Menderes actually leſſened ber the Ke. 


year paſt: zud we are allared that & * 4 
"tended to leſſened ches ſtill more;the 
Year enſuing; if the Machmations of theſe 


Incendiaries had not rendered it indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary to call out the Militia of 
the Kingdom, and to incur other conſide- 
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rable Expences, of which we ſhall all feel 
the diſagreeable Conſequences; and ſhall 
therefore have cauſe to execrate the Pro- 
ceedings of thoſe wicked Men, inſtead of 
trying to ſupport them. N 


We all feel the Excellency of our Conſti- 
tution, and of our Laws, in the ſecurity 
they give to the Perſons and the Property 
of every Individual in the Kingdom.---In 
England, the poor Man has an equal right 
with the Rich, to call upon the Laws Tor 
Redreſs: and the Peer muſt ſuffer for his 
Crimes, as well as the Beggar. Neither of 
them can be 3 unheard; nor 
without a Jury of his Country- men and 
our Laws have provided ſuch Relief for the 
Poor, of various kinds, as is not to be 
found in any other Country upon Earth. 


Our Laws have moreover been framed 
with ſuch conſummate Wiſdom, that even 
the King cannot violate them with Impu- 
nity, any more has his Subjects. 


Under all theſe Advantages, our Trade 
and Manufattures flouriſh, beyond all for- 
mer Example and we are at this moment, 
the moſt proſperous Kingdom in Europe, 
and the Envy of all ſurrounding Nations. 


Coan any wiſe or conſiderate Man, t | ; 
be ſo inattentive to his own Happineſs, as 
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neſs mu 


,fhed under 
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to wiſh for a Revolution! or ſo blind, as 
not to ſee the baſe and wicked Arts, by 
which the Levellers and Republicans of 
the preſent day, are endeayouring to urge 
on our Country-men to their own De- 


ſtruction! 


Every man of common Senſe, will per- 
ceive on the ſmalleſt Reflection, that theſe 
are the arts of DESPERATE MEN alone 
- Who are trying by the moſt deceitful 
means, to impoſe upon the ignorant and un- 


wary, in order to excite Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion in the Kingdom; that they may get 
the Government of it into their own hands, 
and triumph in its Ruin.---No,honeſt Man 


would then be ſafe in his own Dwelling--- 
The ſame Murders, CEE and 


Robberies, which have taken place in 
France, would be committed in England 
Our fields would remain uncultivated And 


famine, 8 and univerſal Wretched- 
enſue. | 


My Country-men will ſee from what I 


have already mentioned, that the People 
in France had ſufficient cauſe to be diſſatis- 


_and to wif to throw off the Yoke. . Therr 


King was a.deſpotic Monarch--his Word 
was Law. He confined any Man in Priſon 


for the ſmalleſt Offence, or for no offence, 


merely at his Pleaſure, The Nobles were. 
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all Tyrants---And the Miniſter laid upon 
the People whatever Taxes he thought 
roper; which were exacted, by thoſe who 
— them, with the ſevereſt rigour: by 
which means, the inferior ranks were ſuffe- 
ring the utmoſt diſtreſs; whilſt the Nobles 
were revelling in the greateſt Extravagance 
and Luxury. - Theſe facts have been wit- 
neſſed by every Man who has travelled in 
France, and have been the Subjects of 
their conſtant Declamation. A 


Let us then my. Conntry-men! rejoice, 
that we have no ſuch Evils to complain of 
in our happier Land: which the French 
have for many many Years, been accuſto- 
med to diſtinguiſh whenever they ſpoke of 
it, by this expreſſive Epithet, © The 
bleſſed Country ”---And blefſed indeed we 
_ought to think it, from the glorious Privi- 
leges which I have above enumerated: 
And to join with one Heart, in deteſting 
and expoſing the Doctrines of thoſe DES- 
PERATE MEN; and reſolve, at the ha- 


zard of our Lives and Fortunes, to conti- 


nue to ourſelves, and to convey to our 


Poſterity, the ſuperlative. Bleſhngs we 


now enjoy. 


n f 
4 Dec. 11, 1792. ; | G | A 


